After Mr. Erskine was gone, a discussion took place, whether the present Earl of Buchan, when Lord Cardross, did right to refuse to go Secretary of the Embassy to Spain, when Sir James Gray, a man of inferiour rank, went Ambassadourz. Dr. Johnson said, that perhaps in point of interest he did wrong; but in point of dignity he did well. Sir Alexander insisted that he was wrong ; and said that Mr. Pitt intended it as an advantageous thing for him. ' Why, Sir, (said Johnson,) Mr. Pitt might think it an advantageous thing for him to make him a vintner, and get him all the Portugal trade; but he would have demeaned himself strangely had he accepted of such a situation. Sir, had he gone Secretary while his inferiour was Ambassadour, he would have been a traitor to his rank and family.'
I talked of the little attachment which subsisted between near relations in London. ' Sir, (said Johnson,) in a country so commercial as ours, where every man can do for himself, there is not so much occasion for that attachment. No man is thought the worse of here, whose brother was hanged. In uncommercial countries, many of the branches of a family must depend on the stock; so, in order to make the head of the family take care of them, they are represented as connected with his reputation, that, self-love being interested, he may exert himself to promote their interest. You have first large circles, or clans ; as commerce increases, the connection is confined to families. By degrees, that too goes off, as having become unnecessary, and there being few opportunities of intercourse. One brother is a merchant in the city, and another is an officer in the guards. How little interr course can these two have !'
I argued warmly for the old feudal system3. Sir Alexander opposed it, and talked of the pleasure of seeing all men free and
1 Lord Chatham wrote on Oct. 12,     Walpole wrote on Oct. 26, 'Sir James
1766, to Lord Shelburne that he ' had     Gray goes to Madrid. The embassy
extremely at heart to obtain this post     has been sadly hawked about; not
for Lord Cardross, a young noble-     a peer that would take it.' Walpole's
man of great talents, learning, and     Letters, v. 22. ' Sir James Gray's
accomplishments, and son of the     father was first a box-keeper, and
Earl of Buchan, an intimate friend     then footman to James II.' Ib. ii. 366.
of Lord Chatham, from the time they        ' See ante, ii. 134, for Johnson's
were students together at Utrecht.'     attack on Lord Chatham's 'feudal
Chatham Carres, iii. 106. Horace     gabble.'
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